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_ days of cbservation since early October 1966 through 21 February
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1., 'The Infiltration of Supplies

A. Truck Traffic in the Ilaotian Penhandle

Truck tmfﬂs observed moving from North Vietnam toward

laos during the current dry season (October 1966-June 1967)

indicates that despite the bombing, the Conmunists will probably

" again inoresse the volume of supplies moved south through the
Panhandle as they did last year. Tho mjor traffic movements thias
"year appear to be on two youtes (Foute 15 through the Mu Gia Pass

and Route 912) and are not confined to Bouts 15 as they were during

~ previous years. The flow of nupplin began earlier this year than it
_ua last mr and larger truckl are being used.

The total level of traffic moving into lecs thia dry nea-on

cannot be estimated because observation of traffic on Route 912 has

not been availsble since 22 October 1966, Truck traffic on the
, :

" older route through Mu Gia Pass has avereged 23 trucks per day on

\

B 1967. (See Table l.) If one omits the very large number of trucks

that moved aouth during the TET truce period, the traffic averaged

20 trucks per day. Thus, the level of traffic moving supplies over

. '_ Just the one route compares with an estimated total of 28 trucke per

day entering Laos during the 1966 ary season and 17 trucks per day
in the 1965 dvy nmson (cmittins trucks said to be carrying troops

- .in those yoars). 'rlw obnmd size of trucks has increased each
" -;yur. a.nd tho tmckl arn nf.imtod to be carr,ving b tons por truck

: , . :
P . = CERI N

Approved For Releasq 2003/08/08 : CIA-RDP78S02149R000 qg120065-2 N

!

25X1

25X1



. 25X1
Approved For F%elease 2003/08/08 : CIA-RDP78S02149R00010Q0120005-2
'S (—— i i
Truck Traffic Observed Moving Toward Laos Through
the Mu Gia Pass Area a /
October 1966-February 1967
‘ : : Average b/
: CActual Number & Number of Days. - ~.°  Number of

Month ' Observed -  of Observation Trucks Per Day

October 1966 | {290 : 22 : C a3

Novenber 1966 . 5322t 20

December 1966 ¢/ -2 5 ) , 2 '

January 1967 . 632 . 23 .

1-21 February 1967 o 718 18 ' o Lo

(Tet period: 7-10 CoL o e . . ' .

- February 1967) , - (385) - . R C) (96) '

" Total including Tet 2,184 ’ 95 .23 '
| Total excluding Tet 1,799 91 e 20

a. Based on reports of grouhd observers who usually watched the roads durlng
hours of darkness.

'The actual nunmbers of ‘trucks observed divided. by the number of*. de,ys of ob-
servation.
¢. Team withdrawn on 6 December in anticipa‘clon of bombing of area and returned
on 3 January 1967. S . : . '

N
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" this dry season conpered with 3 tons in the past diy season and 2
tons in the p:r‘miuul dry season. '
ruck traffic into the Laotian Fanhendle began this dry
seagon in early October compared with mid-Novenber 1nst dry season
and in 1ste December in the 1965 previous seascd. 1f the current
level of truck traffic is maintsined throvghout this dry season,
taffic through tho Mu Gis Pass alone could deliver into Leos more
tomnage than is estimated to bave been delivered by trucks over this
~ xoute during the past dry season.
 Average Mumber of  Number of Days Tons er  Estinated

 pesson  TrwkeyerDay | .infeason . Pk  Tomege.
. Dry Season 19 T e 2 600
. Dry Beason - ' 200 3, 17,000
1967 ‘ ‘ P
' Dry Season 20 255 b 20,000

. Most of the supplies moving into 1aos Bxe for conomvtionpy

" the Commmist forces thers or, are put into stockpiles. Propably "

gbout 20 percent of the supplies noved into laos are lost in tr;.nait

‘or o air attacke During 1965 at least 900 tons and during 1966 more

. than 7,000 tons of supplies were md through Laos to the border of

~ Bouth Vietnsm. R ' | |

| | During the current dry season only a low.level of traffic has
 been reported by ground observers on roads lseding from the Mu Oia

Fass ares, ;ws'uunc that for the most part Miﬁl,m being stockpliled
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“;Bouta 23. During the 1965+1966 ary sessons an average of sbout 5 -
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near Mu Gia Pams for forvard movement latey in the season.

Truck traffic moving south from Mu Gia Pass can continue %0

move south over bypass roads to Route 23 end further south over
 Routes 23 and 91l. :

A road-watch team ,iocated on Foute 23 about 3 miles nouthyut
of its Junction with Route 12 reported ttgat from October through
nid-November it sav only 11 trucke go south. Other teams south of
this location saw no trucks until 15-19 Jmmrj' vhen u}em located

sbout 37 miles north of Route 9 reported that an averuge of 45

trucks a day moved south, past 11‘.7 Bince that time a daily average of
about 10 trucki a day has been reported moving pouth past teams on

A

B t.rucka & day went south past & road-watch team on Route 23

A team on Route 911 about 3 miles gouth of Route 23 roport.ed tha.t

- practically no truck traffie moved pest 1% from the start of the dry '

peason until 31 Dedember when an avsrage of sbout one a day moved ,_\‘ _

- . south. Traffic continued et about this level until 19-21 rebrmry
when sbout 26 trucks & day a day moved south.

Coverange along Route 9 and routes south of Foute 9 has been
incomplete Q.urinq the present dry season, but available reports from

- ground observers indicate that prastically no trucks have passed teams

along the roads from vhich reports have been receiveds It is possible, "

. hovever; that taucks ave moving over routes not co‘v&rcd by roadswatch

o 25x1
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B. The Movement of Bupplies in Foute Packeges 1 and 2 (See Map)
The, major logistic effort in support of the infiltration of

supplies into South Vietnsm 1s concentrated in the areas covered by
armed reconnaissance Boute Packeges 1 and 2, corresponding to that
part of North Vietnam sonth of Vinh. The bombing campaign has not

‘. sdversely affected North Vietnam's ability to move supplies south of
' Vinh, despite the heavy weight of the total air effort in this region.

Pilot sightings of wateroraft along the coast and in thlc
1Md vatervays of North Vietnam have been heaviest 4n the area of
Vinh betvesn 18° and 19° K. The key trmnsshimment areas at Vinh,

~ Quang Khe, and Dong Hol are cperational and continue to pérrom a
key function in the movement of suppllies south. Truck traffic, ‘usgﬁ

for distributing material to the IMZ or into laocs, continues to flow

through the Mu Gis Dass. According to road watch reports from the

~ Mu Gla ares, an average of BO tons & day have bean trucked along
| this xoute into laos nince October: Truck sightings also continue
“ o be heavy along Route 1A south of Tong Hoi, and on Routes 101 sad
o 102, near the IMZ. The road network, while cratered innumerable

times, has been kept repaired so that traffic continues to move. - The
eonstruction of new routes, bypasses, bypass bridges and ferries has
further decreased the effectivensss of the bambing.

. fme light-welght rail Line south of Viuh continues to be used

in certain sections, although boubing has limited its use. The North

e "f o Virl:lmm“ are uumntiv_mmdius the 1mpch.b19 »n;cuﬂon in the

R ’
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LAOS PANHANDLE THE lOGlST|C FUNNEL
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Figure F=1, The Laos Poqhandle: "The Logisfic FunneT™
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- transported into the fowr southern provinces of NVN.
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" gouthorn yart of Route Packsge 1 snd extending 1% tovards the IMZ.
. Also, repair work vas soted on the spur from Tan Ap tovards the

" Mu Gia Pass before and during TET. These tvo improvements in the

B . yail l.i.m will greatly lpcrease thc logintia mpabill’q of the
B North Yietnamepe in the area nouth of Vinh.

We estimate thst the total amount of supplies moved into
" gouthern North Mletnam during 1966 has been at least at the levels
estimated for December 1965, In that month 1t vas estimated that

" 20,000 tons of supplies (sice, FOL, snd military goods), vere

Pombing of the roads and rell

1ina in the southeyn area has resulted in the Vietnamese ahif&‘ing

o considersble amount of traffic to water transport, but on the

1 : \ihole 1t sppears that gupplies have continued to move pouth at lealt |
REEE. st the Dacenmber 1965 rate 1f not higher. The bombing has made the o

‘ mmmnt difﬂuult and costly, but the North vietnanese have been
7  adept ub maintaining a transport wm sdnqusta to pmvmc vhntmr
mm-mwummdeunmmm.- ‘

N f
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IX, Effect of the Bombing on Infiltration of Men and Supplies

As Genexnl Appraisal

Desplte the increased efforts to interdict the flow of men
and nuppliu‘rmm North Vietnam to Bduth Vietnam during 1966, North
Vietnam was able to increass its support of the insurgency in South
Vietnam, The uir campaigns agsinst targets in Imos and North

. Vietnam were not able to prevent about a three~fold increase in the

.. level of personnel infiltration in 1966. The external logistic

- support needsd to maintain the expanded Viet Cong/North Vietnamese
force in South Vietnam has been adequate, The flov of supplies
through laos to the border of Bouth Vietnam in 1966 was almost eight
times the level of 1965. Data on ourrent supply movements mdicaf,o

| - that they will be at leal£ a8t 1965 levels and may he conaideru.b].}"

 higher. .
Despite the intensifled boubings the North Vietnamese have
. been able to improve existing supply networks end to complete signifi-
© cant ampounte of new road countruction“. The roed network through Laos,

for example, was expanded rrom about 150 miles at the start of the
. bembings to 650 miles at the end of 1966. An elaborate system of by-
‘pass roads and new construction wae also undertaken in the southeyn
parts of North Vietnam. As & msult 'nt these programs the North
) " ivietnamese currently have sn infiltration network of ligher capacity,
- greatey diversity, and less vulnorability to M.r attack than thay had
when the bambinga wtarted.

. Thess developments nave not been without high costs. The

. diversion of from GO0,0QO-TO0,000 fulletime workers to respond to the
r'Ap'proved For Releas4 2003/08/08 : CIA-RDP78502149R( 001031"200'05-2
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alr strikes has yeduced North Vietnam's mobilization potential.

Moreoﬁar, the burden of infilirating men and supplies has been made

more costly and texed the capabilities and resources of the country.
BP. Magnitude of the Bombing Program

: The weight of alr attack against target.ayntems 1n,Norti:

© ' yietnam and in Laos has scoounted for sn incressing share of the total

L air affort in aupport.: of US objectives in the Vietnam War. Durlng 1966

. the number of sorties flown against targets in North Vietham was

v:.“nearly 8,7 times %the number flown in 196%) uorbieu' flown againet

targets in Laos were sbout 4.8 times the nunber flown in 1965, The

~ eize of this efforb and its relation to total air operations in

' Boutheast Asia axe shovn in the following tabulations |
R 1965 1066 -

- Wmber . Percent of Number  Percent of

o Ares of Operation . of Sorties Total . of Borties  Total
" Noxth Vietnam - sse0 30 B0+ 35

. 1mos 16,030 9 . - T610 18"

North Vietnam and : ‘ . L

. Leos Combined 1,240 3 223,960 53
- Bouth Vietnam 110,310 6L 204,120 MY
: Total Southeast Asia 181,550 100 428,080 100

As the alr effort directed against targets in North Vietnam has

~ grown, it has becowe in effect s massive interdiction progrem, During
1966, tor example, over 98 percent o 1&5,‘000;4-»- of all sortiés flown
bver North Vietnam, and the greater part o;C tha sorties flown in Laos
76,000 == HoTe ul].oe#ted to the interdiction progxm* About 70 percent
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" North Vietnas includet
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of the coubined effort was concentrated in the so-called logistio

" funnel -- Routes Packages 1 and 2 in North Vietnam and the laotian

Panhandle.

G, Direct Effects of the Interdiction Campalgn

Asrial photography, pllot rejportu, end ather intelligence

 sources indicate that the interdiction campaign has impoeed high couts
" on North Vietnsm, in both material and tiuman losses. Some of the major
© losses attributeble to the interdiction campsign in both Laos snd

Bridges Destroyed -
or Damaged® oz |

.‘ Transport Equipment :
Daatroyed or Damaged S v

Vessels 12,500
Vehicles T+925
Railroad Btook 3,367

Casualties from #
Armed Raconnaissence  £8,000-30,000

_ The cost of the damsge to transport facilities and equipment
alone rengss from $65-70 million. In sddition to the loss of manpower

" yepresented by casuslties resulting from the interdiotion progrem,
" North Vietnmn has had to comit lergs smounts of labor to melntain

distribution and logistic activities. About 125,000 workers are
committed on & full-time basis to road and rail construction, main-
_tenance and repaly activities. At least 50,000 full-time workers have
hed to be m@ %o the transport lsbor force and sbout 45,000 fulle .
time vorkers m 'emmitm to dispersal snd other emargency progrum

# Aa confirmed byagrid phntomphw :
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- ments during 1965 and 1966 in North Vietnam.
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forced by the interdiction program, Fipally, as many as 100,000«
200,000 uorkez:n are required to support thess activities on u
part-time basis. ,

| D. Maintenance of the Infiltration Network |

1. Qeneral
Throughout the bombings the North Vietnamess have
mounted an intense effort to keep 10C's end infiltrationd networks .

'open. They have constantly incressed theiy ability to counter the

effacts of US/GVN air strikes and, indeed, have increased the

¢ capaclty of the transport network. The roads in North Vietnem,

primarily, south of Hanol, have been kopt open almost continuously

- since the start of the bombing by the extensive use of bypasses to
'  deptroy highwey bridges and the construction of new altemtivak

routes, The following tabulation shows the extent of these ipprove-

Miles
. Type of Construction . Road _'g Railroad
Newly developed youtes . 650 30
| Improvements %o existing routes | 350 90 ,
Bhort bypasses to existing routes " 150 . 60

| A gimilax effort in lavs de the same périod resulted
~in the oxpension of the infiltmation network in laos fyrom 150
" miles to & total of 650 miles. R
| ‘The improvenont and maintenance of the infiltration net-

work has continued in 1961’, reflecting North Vietnem's detemination

Approved For Release 2003/0
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to maintain an effective and visble system for moving men and
gupplies into South Vietnam.

2, fNew Construction Activity During 1967 ‘
&, North Vietnam

North Vietnsmaese workers continued to improve exist-

. 4ing highway routes and construct altermate routes during the first |
~ two months of 1967. Completion of the 68-mile peation between Ha Tinh

and Quang Khe of the inland a.liemte to Route 1A was nlowéd however

by & combination of aip strikes and Tlooding caused by heavy reins.

25X1

25X1

Intensified et‘rorti to yrepair bridges und ferries wers made

4n MR IV during Jenusry and early Februaxy in preparation for the

increased trafflc ncheauled. to move Auring the TET bombing stand down.
Route 15 to Mu Gia Pasgs and Rmxtu 1A south of Dong Hoi were mprowd l

" to handle the heavy holiday traffic. -

Repairs to reilroad bridges in North Vietnam and the
sonstruction of multiple bypass bridges at strategle crossings con-
tinued at approximately the same pace in 1967+ The ruil lines from
Chine and the bort. of laiphong were kept open almost continually
while the line south from Hemilm_s open periodicany t0 Thanh Hoa .

‘and sporadicslly as fur as Vinh. The 30-mile standsrd gauge rail
line from Kep vest, toThad Nguyen, was open in early necanber; The

C
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conversion to dusl gauge (meter end standard gauge) of the rail line
betwean Kep and the China border was probably complete by late 1966,
and there ':I.a evidence of preparations to convert the Thal Nguyen-
Nguyen Khe reil line and the Kep-Hanoi line to dual gauge.
bs Leos ‘
Road maintenance and repgir in the laos Panhandle con-
tinued during early 1967 together with small emounts of new construction

_of bypass roade. The entire road cystem which was mj;ridly axpended

during the 1966 dry season was reopsned to thyough tyeffic via Routes
92 and 96 by the first week of January. Roads through Mu Gia Pase
have continued to be aerviceublé and Route 23 is now being used along

© with 911 to the Tchepone area. Although the altémte border orossing

| from North Vietnam vis Route 912 was kept open duxing the past rainy

geagon, 1t appears that Mu (ie Pass 18 also belng used again., Route
922 through the Be Ia Mang River Valley is being extended across the

" Yeos/Bouth Vietnam border into the Ashau Valley in Quang Tri Province.

This is the first time that s motorable road from the Ho Chi Minh Treil

" has been noted extending into Bouth Vietnam. Visual reconnaissance

from mid-February indlcated that Houte 922 vas under construction across

- the border and tha&. trucks are now using it to within 0.5 miles of the

border. A new road is under construction east of Route 9, When

- gompleted, 1t will provide a bypase between Route 23 'v'ia Muong l’hiﬁe

and Route 92 near Muong Nong. Bouth of Attopeu, Routs 110 undervent

E ,m'sidnmbla inmprovement during Jenvary and February a.mfl &t least 3

-12-

25X1
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" yulnerability of bridges to alr attack. Most of the work 18 undertaken

Approved For Release 203708708 T CIA-RDP785027T4pR000100120005-2

short bypasses were constructed around chokepoints, Route 97 which
provides the road connection between Route 110 and 8iem Pang,
Cambodia wes reopened to traffic in early Janvarye

3« Countermeasures and Speed of Response

The work units in Noxrth Vietnam a.nd: {08 have developed
a high degree of skill during the past tvo years of bombing in making
repairs and in constructing bypasses to demaged I0C's. Speed and
gimplicity of repair has been the hellmark of their program. Hand
tools and local building materials luch as timber, stone, and gmvel
sro the principal means of repairs. Duntroyed bridges are fregquently
replaced by fords,ferries, culverts, and by-pass bridges. In some

cases, as many a8 four alternate crossings have been constructed to-
o bypass a single bridge. The North Vietnsmese have developed a nev

bridging technique using steel eables and removable bridge decking

| a8 a relatively mpid means of bridge replacement and to reduce the |

at night to protect yorkers from attack: In addition, the North

_ Yietnamese have relied heavily on waterborne traffic to move goods

around 'damaged areas atill under yepalr. Boats, barges and rafts

" constructed ot the site bave been noted in photography. Trans-

LY

: phiyment activities have been widely dispersed and concentrations of

nhipping have been avolded.
The Noxth Viotnmew now have highly organized mpair

.- exevs and have budls multiple bypasses so that the sontinued movement

| -15- .

3
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of osgential materials 18 insured, The North Vietnamese have
carried out t.hegtr successful countermeasures through a tightly
- con{'.rolled nyst;:pm of work camps and in the northern part of North
B Vietnam they are Mher'aided by Chinese engineer troops. The
' ~labor force on 10C's in North Vietnam and in the Leos Panhandle has
. doubled since July 1965 Bubstantiel dnputs of Chinese Comumist
" Engineering troops vorking primarily on North Viatnamese rall and |
: 1 _" road oonmctions vith China have also helped to ensurs the continued
| } ‘operation of vital supply lines and freed North Vietnamese labor for
.. deployment alsewhem in the eountry. 1t 48 estimated that up to |
125,000 workers and Chinese engineering troops are currently enmod
1n the full time repair of LOC's in North Vietna.m and in the laos '
Parmandlo. To supplement this full-time labor force, at least T
100,000 and probably as many 'Y 200, ey Mbomrn perfom ROmMe |

road and bridge :repa:lr in addition o their principal duty :ln a.gri-

h.: Prospects for Interdiction \
Avout 70 percent of all alr strikes in North Vietnam and
* Yaos during 1966 were carried out against tarsetu in the "loglstic
f‘unnel" which compriaes ‘Route Packages 1 and 2 in North Vietnam and
- the road notwork through the Iaotian Panhandle. More than 250 bridges
| in the loglistic funnel ware confirmed by aorial photography to be
damaaed or deztroyed. Despite thie 1ntenu1w banbing, the uupply
‘.u.no- from Noz’bh Victmm tu t.hu VG/IWA tcroan ﬁghuna in. the south

i

o hn.vo h«n kop‘b opan. o

v‘ . ,.‘1'1‘-. v e
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Even if the total alr attack wore concentrated on the
Myoglstie fumel,” e estimate thmt North Vietnam could maintain the
fluulof'mon and supplies. The North Vietnamese could respond
adequately to the inteusified bombing by increasing the size of the
1abor force engaged in repair work by about 30 parcapt. This labor
would be drawn. fron areas no longer being bombeds  Moreover, the
North Vietnsmess gould strengthen their air defenses in the "funnsl”
area to counteract the new bombing program. For exsmple, & SAM .sito
vas sstablished withia terget yange of Mu Oia Pass within 2 weeks
aftar the First boubing reid by Be52's in April 1966,

) : oy
.\\

#l5e . . . L

i
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T meddead attantion, mmmmu.
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8. The Disruptive Effecta of ‘c.hc Interdiution n Campaligns
Baged upon & nmm naber of interrogation nporu, tha
{ndividual North Vietnamsse soldler is keenly svare of the dangsy
of 5 aix attacks from the moment he begins hie trels to South Vietams,
Teonions ceused by the threat ot“bwbina, the ingonvenience and delay
- of travelng besh-ravaged transportaticn soutes, 4ol the need to
maintain strict march &iscipline sll 842 10 the oversl) hardships
- duponed on tha {nfiltrating troopss At the seme tiua, there are _
‘ t‘mr reports of US air strikes mma easualties. The major hard=
mnmmwthcmutmmswmmwmwm. ‘
- month march over rugaed terrnin, sggravated ‘br poor fnod, inadaquate
: The following :hmimn, glesned from captured doduments ml
- uummtm vaports, mm the Alaruptive sffects the mhrdlcﬂm
program bas had on the mrilmumafmmmlun into Boum
Vietowt, ,
| 1. mwmsmmm'mwmwsmwor‘
_ l destyoysd mul thousand ww A dascription of these sttacks
mwnmumofmpmmmwum:ﬂum‘mw
- the bembing has been cbtained £rom & Pathet Leo defector, one

e who repartadly traveled over tha axeds of Routes
v 99%; %biwm th& Ha paid that he sav
- %00 ~ Mwmmtmmduumyudwma,m.wmm

R mummm L mem-aswu 1n 1. (cmmm sumatastion
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"of photography of Routes 92 and 96, indlcated that mumarous trucks

were destroyed wlong thess routes, tut possidly not over 100).. The
defector pnld that on & 50-8ay rownd trip from Bopone to Bouthern
Leos his 3-bruck southbound convoy had been sttacked 3 times snd

© finally two of the trucks were destroyed. Ho wvas under attack by

air 7 times in sbout 4 months, the last b times while in & northe
bound convoy in which 9 trucke \nm)t destroyed suld his truock damagad,
He mlso vaid he never sav & plans Ahot down.

| 2. To avoid baing boubed by enemy airplanes, the train

 stopped snd the battalion took & ress in & Biate-owned farm Which vas

500 moters norvthwest of Dong Gleo Btation. 25X1

they continued their trip taking Route 1., They walked in

Thenh Hoa mum and thenceforth moved st night and rested in daye"
tine w avold mamy alrplanes. .

3+ In June 196%, m;rmamcmmmrmmm
Van Railway Station %o the bridge head of Ninh Binh Provinge, At

“thin wpot, they were obliged 40 oross the river with ferry bosats

bacsuse of the demolition of this wridge dve to UB-Viatnmnese alr
strikes, ¥rom Do Lon Bridgs to the (Bouthern) temuloal station of
Horth Vietnam thay were ohliged 4o move &t night time heema;: of the
U3 <Vietnomene air strikes. It Vi known thet almost all bridges fron

| 'bohmthmmhﬁgmm,mwm,mn&mmmecwmmd. : '
. mm tvo srch bridges wers entirely ﬁu‘h‘o;,md, but the athera wre

m:mhiy M by the m arikes. m;r heackmns mwmmu for .

CAts
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vehicles but men could cross, In the case of & fallen bridge, the
group van woved across by the VO local agency in dhanke .

h During their infiltrstion, the troops snocumtered many
hardships boyond imeginaticn. Tha portion of the routs fran Thanh
Hos, especlally the ferry boat croasings were u;wo threatened by
sudden air strikes of the US<ARVN Aly Forces» o

%, The local residents appeared to be anxious about alre
oraft boudings when the infiltration group asked them to provide
sexporery lodging. They were yurticularly'gancarnad shout the
xummmuxmumecmwmﬁutyofvﬂcumﬁmwt.

| 6. During the £iret 10 dsye all the infiltrating soldiers
appeered to ba very wagey, bub later dus to the long zouts which
umy!matnwuucnmrxhwrhﬂummmm.ﬂuy\mmathmanwldhmmwumd
Gince tha tine they had to clivd mountsin 1001, they beawns more
eonfused. - o
7. Quynh Di Village waa hit veveral times, The target
was a bridga vhera Route 1 arosses & river. Thirty persons vere )
\i11e4 during one Fatd. A bridge mesx Quynh Vi vas destroyed in
_ Mavch 1965, A bridge near Quynh Ngls vas bit twice and conpletely
dostroyed. Quyoh Bon wes hit repantodly. Tnigptu wore & railroad
bridpe &nd warehouses viich wers destroyed. River traffic in the
' poh Bon District had been hit continucusly and greatly hampered.
Wnsn are serhously disnpting rosd snd river traffice AL |
urhdgen on Route 12 hed beon destroyed by Octber 1963 They bad

~18-
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bean replaaed by underwvater causevays for foot sad vehloular traffis.
Pruck traffic in October 1965 was very light (many nighta no trucks
pansed the ¢roops at all) and always at night. All prisonsra have

goan learlet 4rops bub most wars @;nid to resd them since 1t 1s

. forvidden. Most priscnera suid that/ people realige airvoraft seek
-ondy military targets but are afrald of being bowbed by mistake.

8. Vhen I cems Bouth, the Do Lon Bridge, tha Hoang Mal Brim;
the Con Eo Bridge and Btaticn I, which 1s called the initisd station
on the BYN infiltration route, were all oapletely destroyed. The
pajority of the bombings in North Vietows have been on bridges, nflitary
barracks and & few factories, end mast of the Moubing has been from
Thanh Hoa dowa to the 17ih paredlel. '

9+ In mid-Ootober, Just afier having left Tuyea Hoa end
ayriving et o bridge on Route 12, lst Coupany wes hit by en air
raid end suffered oua XIA and §-6 HIA, including the subject. “During
stops, the only seourity posted were 3 men to Mstsn for the spproach

~ of airaraft, Yven this vas not much of & threat on the trail in Lace
 dua to the douse Jungle canapy. Bmunmdﬂmﬂnshomﬂuu‘

nover propered during these stops.
10. On the vay {infiltrabion into Pleilu Province) there were

sirplases sbove but thers wara no attecks or boasbings. All mevbers
vers disgulsed with leaves. When afvplsnes appeared they moved tothe
ety oy 'bo the right of the trail, or remained stild under tree

- sover, Sspending on the orders of the Compsoy Ocemmnd Bteff, ‘They

: P ) «19 -
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© Were not protested by any AA sampanys The platoons in the front
ond rear had to assign two squads t.o @uard duty 40 report to the
Oompany Comuand. Staff 1€ anything was #°1ing on axound them.
1. They allegedly infiltrated into Pletin Frovince froa
Canhodis to prepare for & large vperation; however, vhen they arrived
- in thy RVY they were baobarded by many airoraft, The atr strike
| Yesulted fn @ large muber of soldlers killed and wounded and |
forcad the wmit to disperse and yetreat over & wids avea. Ap a
_ coasequencs, the five loluqﬂ mmmmmumozmm
- of their soattered wnit, '

-
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